Lyn S. Romano

25 Green Hill Road

Goldens Bridge, New York  10526

Phone: (914) 767-3771
Fax: 775-854-1260

Email: rosebush@bestweb.net
22 August 2008

Congressman Bart Gordon

2310 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

Re:  Letter to Robert Strugell Dated July 2, 2008

Dear Congressman Gordon,

I was recently made aware of your 2 July, 2008 letter to Robert Strugell (Acting Administrator/FAA) as well as an article summarizing the NewsChannel 5 investigation in which you took part: Congress Questions Safety of Airliner Wiring, Insulation.

My husband, Raymond M. Romano, was a passenger on the ill fated flight of Swissair111, which crashed into the waters near Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia Canada on 2 September 1998, killing all 229 onboard. When I read this specific quote in the NewsChannel 5 summary: 
"I simply would not want to go to the family of someone who died in a crash like the Swiss 111 and tell them that we knew that something should be done, but we just didn't get it done," Gordon said.
And he doesn't want it to be said that he didn't ask the tough questions”, I knew I had no choice but to contact you.
Shortly after the crash, on 4 March 1999, I established the International Aviation Safety Association (IASA www.iasa-intl.com). My priority was to bring as much attention as possible to the long over due safety concerns surrounding Kapton wiring (please refer to enclosure 1), as well as metalized Mylar insulation blankets. Considering this dangerous wiring was stripped from military aircraft (as well as Air Force One), I could not understand why it was allowed on passenger aircraft – putting countless lives in jeopardy. 
The FAA was alerted to the deadly hazard of metalized Mylar insulation blankets by the Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) in 1996 (please refer to enclosure 2), two years prior to the crash of Flight SR-111. The CAAC warned of blanket flammability after experiencing a severe fire on a Chinese-registered B737, but the letter fell on deaf ears at the FAA. 

I am certain you can appreciate how terribly frustrating it was for myself and my colleagues to meet with Jane Garvey (FAA Administrator at the time), Tom McSweeney (Deputy Administrator for Aircraft Certification) and a whole host of other FAA officials (too numerous to mention) only to be extremely disappointed with their obvious lack of motivation to address these serious aviation safety issues, that were well known for years before the crash of Swissair Flight 111 and played their part in the loss of many innocent human beings; my husband being one of them.
I was also granted several meetings with Charles Huettner and Morley Winograd (Office of Science and Technology at the time) and after working closely with them on aircraft wiring issues, it appeared we were making some real progress. I refer you to the following excerpt from a May 10, 2000 memo issued by Duncan Moore (the White House’s Associate Director for Technology – at the time), as well as an IASA press release issued shortly after Mr. Moore’s memo was released:
“Moore's memo says his office decided to form the group <WSSIWG> after reviewing research and safety efforts begun by the government agencies and meeting with leaders of the International Aviation Safety Association, a consumer safety organization. IASA has been pressuring Vice President Gore's office to get more involved in wiring safety issues. It is led by Lyn Romano, whose husband died in the Swissair crash, and Ed Block, a former Defense Department wiring expert who is on an FAA panel that is studying airliner wiring”.
November 21, 2000

The International Aviation Safety Association Praises the 'Wire System Safety Interagency Working Group'



NEW YORK, Nov 21, 2000 /PRNewswire -- The International Aviation Safety Association ("IASA") commends the work of the "Wire System Safety Interagency Working Group" ("WSSIWG") as contained in its Final Report (November 2000) titled "Review of Federal Programs for Wire System Safety."

IASA hosted its annual symposium, "Aircraft Wiring - Cause for Concern?" at the Grand Hyatt New York on November 20, 2000 at which the President's Senior Policy Advisor on Aviation, Mr. Charles Huettner, made the first public announcement heralding The Final Report's publication. Although the Recommendations from the Final Report will not be available until March 2001, IASA recognizes the importance of the Final Report in addressing the issue of wiring in aging aircraft.

In a briefing at The White House on November 15, 2000, the Office of Science and Technology Policy ("OSTP"), praised IASA Chairman, Mrs. Lyn S. Romano, and IASA USA Vice Chairman, Mr. Edward B. Block, for focusing attention on aging wire issues. IASA would like to take this opportunity to thank the President's Executive Office, the OSTP and the WSSIWG for both the speed with which it acted on the information provided by IASA and for the insights shown in the Final Report. 

Wiring in aging aircraft has been implicated in the deaths of hundreds of people in a series of high profile aviation disasters including Swissair flight 111 (September 2, 1998) and TWA 800 (July 17, 1996). It is now time for all those concerned with aviation safety -- manufacturers, operators and regulators alike -- to accept that wiring is an issue of national concern.

IASA will continue to focus attention on aging wire issues in commercial aircraft and looks forward to working with all those concerned with aviation safety towards the common goal of reducing the number of wiring related accidents -- regardless of the associated costs. No longer is it a defense for anyone to say dismissively "Wire is Wire." 
My final meeting with Mr. Tom McSweeney (Deputy Administrator for Aircraft Certification) took place in mid-September 2001, shortly before he was to retire from the FAA to take a position with Boeing. I was informed at that time that aviation safety issues were being “placed on the back burner” because security issues were the order of the day, due to the atrocities of September 11th. It became very clear that all the progress my organization made would fade away and that is precisely what happened.
On 4 March 2007, I had no choice but to officially close the doors on IASA (International Aviation Safety Association) because there was no one in Washington who would listen – especially after the Canadian Transportation Safety Board (CTSB) issued the final report on Swissair 111. To date, it appears that only 20% of the CTSB’s recommendations stemming from the crash investigation have been addressed by the Federal Aviation Administration, a fact I find most disconcerting.
I did not mean to take up an inordinate amount of your time, but once I became aware of your letter to Mr. Strugell, as well as the NewsChannel 5 investigation, I simply could not sit here and not be in touch with you. Considering this is the 10th year I am attempting to crawl through, without my husband by my side, your letter came as a ‘gift’. It reaffirmed that I, in fact, did present valid questions and concerns to ‘the powers that be’ in Washington. It is gratifying to know that someone in government really does seem to care and the deaths of 229 innocent human beings might not be in vain after all. My only regret is that my pleas fell, for the most part, on deaf ears. 
Although I currently chair a charitable foundation Heavenly Brickks (www.heavenlybrickks.com), and not IASA, my passion for aviation safety will never diminish. I honestly cannot thank you enough for asking the tough questions of the FAA. It is my fondest desire that real progress can and will be forthcoming, in order to prevent as many families as possible from enduring the ongoing nightmare my children and I do.
Most Sincerely,

Lyn S. Romano

Former Chairman of IASA

International Aviation Safety Association

www.iasa-intl.com
Enclosure 1: Flashover Hazard in Certain Wire Bundles (9/25/91)

Enclosure 2: Chinese Civil Aviation Authority’s Technical Report on Mylar (5/24/96)

Enclosure 3: The Tragic Legacy of Swissair Flight 111 (to appear in the next issue of Aviation & Security Digest)
